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Why did I start a Twitter account?

• Teaching undergrad/grad courses, i wanted to motivate students to 
get excited about science!

• Offered extra credit for posting papers on Twitter! 

• Students liked it! (but also, most only twitted just enough to get the 
extra credit…) 

• Decided to continue but focused on science only (no personal 
account)

• Discovered “science Twitter”



Science twitter (before EM)

• Very active platform where many scientist used to promote their 
work

• Some were science-focused only, some were not… 

• “Tweetorial” (or a twitter thread explaining your newly published 
paper!)



Great example 

• Steve Ramirez, Assistant Prof at 
Boston U.

• Ph.D. from MIT working with 
Prof.  Susumu Tonegawa





Take home message

• Social media offers rapid dissemination of research work, potential 
increases in the novel and traditional impact metrics for publications, 
and may also facilitate academic promotion.





Social media for academic research



Other platforms 

• Blogging or Vlogging (or video blogging)

• Instagram (photos or videos only)…. Maybe not so appropriate for all 
research, be careful about what can be shared and what cannot (i.e., 
animal research, privacy issues with patients, etc.)

• Facebook? (not for the younger audience though!)

• LinkedIn… seems to be where many twitter exiles have migrated 

• YouTube 

• Reddit and other forum platforms

• Researchgate



Other resources 

• https://conductscience.com/the-impact-of-social-media-on-
knowledge-dissemination/

• https://www.altmetric.com/

https://conductscience.com/the-impact-of-social-media-on-knowledge-dissemination/
https://www.altmetric.com/

